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Irishman who invaded Ireland with a French com-
mission, was captured by the British Army, and by it
condemned to death.
On the morning when his execution was about to take
place application was made to the Irish King's Bench for
a writ of Habeas Corpus. The Court at once granted the
writ. When it is remembered that Wolfe Tone's sub-
stantial guilt was admitted, that the Court was made up
of judges who detested the rebels, and that in 1798
Ireland was in the midst of a revolutionary crisis, it
will be admitted that no more splendid assertion of the
supremacy of the law can be found than the protection
of Wolfe Tone by the Irish Bench.1
In an imperfect world the Armed Forces of the
Crown have their uses, even in times of comparative
quiet.  Four such uses may be briefly indicated here.
One is their employment in an emergency—a serious
strike or lock-out, for example—to assist the police in
preserving order.   Another is the task of evacuating
British subjects from foreign countries threatened with
invasion or civil war, a task which used to be the
prerogative of the Royal Navy, but which can now
be discharged by the Air Force, if necessary, in districts
remote from the sea or a navigable river.   Thirdly,
there is the garrisoning of those parts of the Empire
which are still inhabited by subject races, presumed
to be incapable of effective self-defence. Whether we
have any right to maintain control by force as a regular
policy imposed upon an unwilling people, however
backward, is a difficult question of ethics. But it must
be remembered that the Services guard frontiers and
maintain communications often by keeping down mere
robbers and pirates; that they preserve internal peace
1 A. V. Dicey: Law of the Constitution>

